PRESS RELEASE

Victorious from finally securing a ‘one-night only’ cinematic release and a Scottish Premiere, the story behind award winning documentary Fezeka’s Voice tells of an unknown filmmaker's determination to get her film on the big screen."
Fezeka's Voice, the debut feature film from London based production company, Ciel Productions, is the inspirational story of one man and his life's mission: to instill pride and confidence into the children of his township through the transformative power of music.  
 
The film is backed by a wealth of talent and experience in the form of Executive Producer Christopher Hird (End Of The Line, Black Gold) and co-Executive Producer Hani Farsi (Waltz With Bashir).  It has scooped the Audience Award for Best Documentary at the Tri-Continental Film Festival, South Africa, was nominated for Most Inspirational Film at the Henley International Film Festival, UK and was the only feature film chosen to screen at the British Museum’s Mandela Day celebrations in July of this year.
 
And if all this wasn’t enough, Archbishop Desmond Tutu (who also appears in the film) said, upon seeing the film in South Africa earlier this year: "Fezeka's Voice is an important South African film.  It's value... is IMMEASURABLE... Fezeka's Voice needs to be shared with as wide an audience as possible.  The power of mentorship as demonstrated in this film is extraordinary..."
 
The film has now secured a placement within Africa in Motion Film Festival at the Filmhouse, Edinburgh on 26th October, and will be screened at the Curzon Soho on 16th November – hopefully ahead of a regional release.
 
So why in the wake of awards and plaudits has this film struggled so to see the light of day? Has the disbanding of the UK Film Council had anything to do with it or would a film like this ever have made it onto their radar anyway? With more and more fears arising over further cuts to the arts and entertainment industries, has the UK become a harsher environment than ever for independent cinema? Or does it just depend on who you know? I wondered if you would be interested in writing a piece examining the struggle of the film’s producer against the limits currently found in the UK?
 

“The value of this film is IMMEASURABLE... Fezeka's Voice needs to be shared with as wide an audience as possible. The power of mentorship as demonstrated in this film is extraordinary.” Archbishop Desmond Tutu

This was Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s reaction to seeing a film about a school choir being dragged from the ashes of Cape Town’s largest township by their remarkable English teacher, Phumi Tsewu. Was this enough to encourage distributors around the world or did the fact that Tutu features in the film somehow sully the Archbishop’s view?

Fezeka Voice: Winner of the Audience Award for best documentary at the 2009 Tri-Continental Film Festival.

Winner of the Most Inspirational Film at the 2010 Henley International Film Festival

Were these two highly prestigious international awards enough to persuade cinemas across the UK to show Fezeka’s Voice? Or were the views of the Tri-Continental Film Festival and the Henley International Film Festival not valuable enough?

On Mandela Day this year the British Museum had to choose one feature film to screen as part of its celebrations – which film from the thousands did it pick? Yes, Fezeka’s Voice. But apparently that still wasn’t enough of a push to secure a theatrical release. 

“Everybody who sees this film cannot help but be moved by what they see and excited by the potential of this film and of music as a key to unlock a better future for children and young people everywhere.” That is the view of Britain’s National Singing Ambassador and BRIT and Emmy award-winning composer Howard Goodall. 

An opinion shared by UK legendary soul singer Mica Paris who has been so inspired by the film that she has agreed to become the official ambassador for Fezeka’s Voice. “This is a beautiful and inspiring film, which has the life-changing power of music at its core. Phumi's amazing story proves that if every child received the right support and encouragement, regardless of their situation, they would have the opportunity to fulfil their dreams.”

And yet, despite all of this Fezeka’s Voice came into September 2010 still without an official theatrical release. A state of affairs that baffled the industry experts; “It is crazy that a film of this calibre, with all the elements in place to attract an audience, has not been swept up,” so said Organic Marketing’s director, Nick Leese. 

However, fear not, good things do come to those that wait… eventually! 

Producer Katherine Crawley, a veteran of the BIFA-award-winning film, Black Gold and the multi-decorated KZ, was not prepared to let Fezeka’s Voice go unseen. Through sheer grit, determination and months of endlessly persuasive phone-bashing someone finally listened. In late September, the Curzon Artificial Eye said YES. 
Thanks to all of this there are now opportunities for the public to see this remarkable film and participate in a truly inspiring and up-lifting film: 

26th October 2010 – Fezeka’s Voice will have its Scottish Premiere at the Africa In Motion Film Festival, which runs from 21st October to 5th November at the Filmhouse, Edinburgh.

16th November 2010 – the film will have a ‘For one night only’ theatrical release at the Curzon Soho, London.  Soul-singer and TV presenter Mica Paris will host the event.

Fezeka’s Voice

Produced by London based company Ciel Productions and Exec Produced by Dartmouth Film’s Christopher Hird and Corniche Pictures’ Hani Farci, the film was completed in September 2009.

tells the true story of choirmaster Phumi Tsewu and his unwavering dedication to his township, his school and his choir. For 15 years he has been teaching the children at Fezeka High School in Gugulethu, South Africa – not just how to sing but how to live. Chronicling the highs and lows of their first adventure overseas to perform on a world stage, the film exposes Phumi’s commitment and spirit as he teaches his students everything from manners to Mozart, bringing them focus, pride and joy.

During the course of making this film, Ciel Productions developed a relationship with UK registered charity The Fezeka Scholarship Fund which aims to financially support children from all over Gugulethu township in higher education.  To that end, 50% of the net profits from Fezeka’s Voice go to the charity and a further 20% are dedicated to distributing the film as widely as possible, thus raising the awareness of the scholarship fund and ultimately helping it to flourish.

‘Directing Fezeka’s Voice was a powerful and moving experience. What started off as a simple story about a school trip has become so much more. It’s been incredibly exciting to see it evolve into a feature documentary about one man’s life mission to empower the young people living in his township,’ Director of Fezeka’s Voice Holly Lubbock said.

For further information on Fezeka’s Voice and to view the trailer, please visit www.fezeka.com
Screenings:

Scottish Premiere:
Tuesday 26th October, 2010 – Africa In Motion Film Festival, Edinburgh

Theatrical release:
Tuesday 16th November 2010 – Curzon Soho, London

